Fra: Hans ten Feld [mailto:TENFELD@unhcr.orqg]

Sendt: 31. oktober 2007 09:51

Til: Stig Torp Henriksen

Emne: Fwd: Letter from the European Court of Human Rights to the UK

** High Priority **
Dear mr. henriksen,

further to the attached and to our discussion, UNHCR kindly request the suspension
of any return of Tamils originating from the North or the East currently planned or
scheduled.

Thank you,
Hans

Hans ten Feld
Regional Representative
UNHCR Regional Office for the Baltic and Nordic Countries Stockholm, Sweden

Tel: +46 (0)8 457 4889
Mob: +46 (0)70 895 8457
Fax: +46 (0) 457 4887

Websites:
www.unhcr.org
www.unhcr.dk
www.unhcr.fi
wWww.unhcr.no
WWww.unhcr.se
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Dear Sir,

You may be g vgare that the Court is currently considering in a uumber of
commuticated cases 71 which the Acting President has applied Rule 39 the compatibility
with Articles 2 and/or | of the Convention of the return to Sri Lanks of persons of Tamil
origin. I my discussion § with Mr Grainger op the matier, | drew attention to the concerns of
the Acting President a» uf the increasing rumber of similac Rule 39 applications being filed
with the Court by Tamil; facing remova] to $1i Lanka. This mamber has continued to increase
tnabated, Having regu i fo the cument security sitvation in Sti Lanka, Rule 39 has been
applied on each oceasiy | len interim measure has been requested by an ethmic Tamil,

The Acting Pre ident has consulted the Judges of the Section about his concerns
including as regards the strain which the processing of numerous Rule 39 applications place!
on judicial time and ros surces, The Court has conchuded that, pending the adoption of & leac
judgment in one or mo = ¢f the applications already communicated, Rule 39 should continu
10 be applied in any cz2: brought by & Tamil seeking to prevert his removal,

The Section has al%o expressed the hope that, rather than the Acting President being,
required to apply Rul: 39 in cach individual case, your Qovernment will assist the Court b
refraining for the timc eing fom issuing removal directions in respect of Tamils who claiw:
that their return to Sti _ ‘_ka might expose them to the risk of treatment in violaton of th

Conveniion. |
|
| Yours fatthfully,
—
[ U..pr‘

T.L. Eerly—*
Section Regiztrar
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